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PROCESSING OF VIDEO SIGNALS PRIOR TO COMPRESSION 

This invention relates to the processing of video signals prior to 
MPEG encoding or other compression processes. 

Compression schemes such as MPEG2 work optimally with ordered 
sequences of input pictures having the relatively high level of correlation - 
one to the next - that is characteristic of "true" unedited video. Shot 
changes or the results of telecine operation and edits between true and 
telecined video, disturb these ordered sequences and can degrade the 
performance of an encoder. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide for processing of 
video signals prior to encoding, so as to provide information capable of 
enhancing the compression or at least minimising degradation. 

Accordingly, the present invention consists in one aspect in a video 
signal processing for use upstream of a compression encoder and adapted 
to provide for use by the encoder one or more flags from the group 
consisting of a shot change flag; a frame/field based encoding flag; a 3:2 
pull-down flag; a 25/24 telecine flag; a luminance fade flag and a flash effect 
flag. 

In one form of the invention, a shot change flag is provided to the 
encoder for the insertion, if buffer occupancy permits, of an I picture. If the 
buffer occupancy does not permit, the shot change flag may trigger pre- 
filtering of the I picture so as to reduce the encoder buffer requirement or 
encoding as a P picture. 

Advantageously, the shot change flag is provided in advance so as to 
enable the encoder to encode pictures preceding the shot change in a 
manner so as to provide sufficient buffer occupancy for an I picture to be 
inserted at the shot change. 

In another form of the invention a frame-field based encoding flag is 
provided to enable the encoder to employ a frame based encoding wherever 
possible. 

In another form of the invention, a 3:2 pull-down flag is capable of 
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indicating the 3:2 sequence whether or not interrupted by edit. 

In yet a further form a 25/24 telecine flag will identify locations where 
fields making up a film frame are straddled over a video frame. 

In still a further form of the invention, a luminance fade flag will 
5 identify for the encoder a luminance fade in the encoder to make use of 
correlation between pictures not withstanding progressive changes in 
luminance. 0 

In still a further form of the invention, a flash effect flag serves to look 
at histogrammed luminance intensities across a number of pictures to 
10 identify sudden luminance changes and to enable the encoder to avoid 
degradation of the encoded sequence. 

The invention will now be described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which:- 

15 Figure 1 is a block diagram showing apparatus according to one 

embodiment of the present invention; 



in film material; 

20 

Figure 3 is a diagram illustrating the derivation of a shot change flag 
in video material; 

Figure 4 is a diagram illustrating the derivation of a frame/field flag; 



Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating the derivation of a shot change flag 



25 



Figure 5 is a diagram illustrating the derivation of a 3:2 pull-down 



flag; 



Figure 6 is a diagram similar to Figure 5 but includes a sequence 



30 



discontinuity; 



Figure 7 is a diagram illustrating the derivation of a 625 frame pairing 
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flag; and 



Figure 8 is a diagram illustrating the derivation of a luminance 
fade flag. 

5 

Referring initially to Figure 1, there is shown a comparator 12 
receiving the input video signal from input terminal 10 and a field or frame 
delayed signal via field/frame delay 14. A video analysis processor 16 
receives the current field/frame difference and - via delay line 18 - an 

10 appropriate number of past differences and serves to generate pre- 
processing flags in a manner to be described. The processor 16 provides a 
control input to the field/frame delay 14. The flags are (if necessary) 
converted into the appropriate form for transmission in flag processor 20 and 
are made available to a downstream compression encoder 22, alongside the 

15 input video signal. 

There are a number of different input formats which are identified by 
the video analysis processor. 

• Film originated 525 (using 3:2 pull-down technique) 

20 

• Film originated 625 (telecine operates at 25/24 rate) 

• Video originated 525\625 (2:1 interlaced) 

25 • Any electronically post produced combination of the above 

The presence of a picture or shot change is detected by the analysis 
of picture difference between frames or fields. Several correlation 
techniques are available such as integrated low pass filtered luminance and 
30 chrominance differences or correlation of histogrammed luminance 
intensities. 

Film material which is frame based will generate a strong intra-frame 



WO 97/39577 



PCT/GB97/01034 



- 4 - 



10 



15 



20 



25 



correlation i.e. there will be no motion differences between fields which 
originate from the same film frame. 

On the other hand, video originated material which has individual 
fields representing different points in time has no frame correlation. 
Nevertheless, at the presence of a shot change the integrated field and 
frame difference outputs will show a distinctive pattern which can be 
correlated to identify the exact field where the shot change occurs. This is 
illustrated for the case of film material in Figure 2 and for the case of video 
in Figure 3. 

The processor 16, which can take the form of a dedicated 
microprocessor, is used to monitor a number of previous field and frame 
differences as well as other parameters which may also be taken into 
account, such as noise floor level. 

The shot change flag is a single line active high immediately prior to 
the shot change and is cleared at the end of the following field. Therefore 
the \-r±e is active for a period of one field and can be used to influence a 
downstream encoder in such a manner that it can reduce the visibility of the 
temporal discontinuity caused by a scene change. 

The flag processor can also be programmed to supply the flag in 
advance of the shot change by a number of fields, this parameter being user 
programmable in field steps, typically from one to six fields. 

This flag is provided to overcome an MPEG encoder trying to predict 
across a cut boundary. The intention is to modify the Group of Pictures 
(GOP) structure to produce the best possible result. The constraints on this 
modification are the buffer occupancy at the point of the edit. If the buffer 
will allow an I picture to be inserted at the beginning of the sequence after 
the edit point this is the ideal situation. However, this might not be possible 
so the following options could be considered:- 

i) encoding as a P picture so that the prediction of the pictures 
leading up to the edit point are only based on the preceding I picture, or 

ii) pre-filtering the I picture so that the buffer requirement can be 
reduced when the picture is subsequently encoded. 
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The idea of providing shot change information can be further refined 
by using advanced shot change information. This would allow pictures 
leading up to the shot change, to be encoded so that the necessary buffer 
space can be obtained to accommodate the shot change by inserting an I 
5 picture. For example, an I picture which would otherwise have been encoded 
in the period now known to precede a shot change, can be deferred until the 
location of the shot change. 

Film originated material has a high level of picture correlation on 
fields which are extracted from the same film frame. A film originated signal 
10 will therefore produce a frame rate output signal which can be identified and 
used to identify the source as film originated. A video originated source 
however, has no such frame correlation. 

A single bit is used to indicate film/video origination and is provided at 
the start of each field. If the material contains mixed film and video 
15 originated material then the flag changes state immediately prior to the first 
field of the film/video edit. This is illustrated in schematically in Figure 4, 
which shows the frame/filed flag remaining high only in the presence of the 
characteristic film signature. 

Ideally an encoder wishes to encode using the most efficient coding 
20 modes. Therefore the use of frame based encoding as opposed to field 
based encoding is preferable. So a flag to indicate the nature of the input 
video is highly desirable to ensure that the quality of the video is preserved 
whilst coding efficiency is maintained. 

Film material which is scanned by telecine to produce a 525 line 
25 output uses the well known 3:2 pull-down technique to insert an additional 
field for each pair of film frames. This has the effect of increasing the output 
field rate to 60Hz required for 525 distribution. 

The output video signal has a distinctive pattern of 2 fields followed by 
3 fields followed by 2 fields etc.. This pattern can be reliably detected using 
30 techniques described earlier such as integrated low pass filtered luminance 
between frames. The presence of the repeat field can be used to identify the 
noise floor level since the frame difference output will produce a very low 
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level for one field in every five. This occurs whenever a film frame has 
been scanned to produce three output fields of which two are identical and 
separated by one field. In this case the residual noise value is comprised of 
film grain noise, quantisation noise etc.. 

The five field sequence can be identified by a specific code for each 
field in the sequence. 

This is achieved using a 3 bit code running from 0 to 4 as shown in 
Figure 5. 

The removal of the repeat field of the 3/2 sequence greatly increases 
coding efficiency. To do this well, temporal analysis of the material is 
required and for a description of an appropriate technique, reference is 
directed to US-A- 5,255,091 . What should be stressed is important is not 
only the detection of the 3/2 sequence, but also the ability to detect an 
interrupted 3/2 sequence as is experienced in material that has been edited 
as film and then transcribed to video. This changing of the 3/2 sequence 
and being able to not only detect this but also convey it to the compression 
encoder makes this approach very powerful. 

Although the process of detecting the 3:2 sequence is relatively 
straight forward, complications arise whenever the 525 material is 
electronically edited. This causes temporary discontinuities in the 3:2 
sequence at the edit point. Downstream equipment which relies on the 
accuracy of this flag could be affected if the sequence counter does not 
correspond exactly to the video at the edit point. This embodiment uses a 
correlation algorithm to:- 

• detect the edit 

• analyse the 3:2 sequence following the edit 

• provide accurate co-timed sequence count at the output 



An example of an electronic edit to a film originated master is shown 
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in Figure 6. 

In this case, the edit has caused a discontinuity in the sequence 
count resulting in the counter value changing from a 2 back to a 1 at the edit 
point. This embodiment will accurately detect the edit and adjust the 
5 sequence count value until it is co-timed with the video output. 

Film source material is scanned directly to produce a 625 line 50Hz 
output by running the telecine at 25/24 normal speed. The resulting output 
has pairs of fields corresponding to each original film frame. No additional 
fields are required as the resulting frame rate of 25Hz is exactly correct for 
10 the 625 line standard. The frame pairs are identified by analysis of field 
differences. A characteristic frame rate signal is produced by the frame 
pairing which can be extracted and provided to downstream equipment as 
shown in Figure 7. 

Normally, the two fields making up a film frame will be conveyed as 
15 the two fields of a video frame. However, there are situations when this 
relationship does not hold and the two fields making up a film frame are 
straddled over a video frame. The problem with this splitting up of the "film 
field pairing" is that if an encoder tries to use the most efficient frame coding 
modes the field pairing is incorrect and consequently the quality of the 
20 encoded pictures is poor and/or the encoding efficiency is less than optimal. 
Flagging this situation allows corrective action to be taken so the correct 
relationship between the field and frame pairing can be maintained. This 
corrective action might take the form of the introduction of a field delay. 
Therefore the more coding efficient frame based encoding can be used. If it 
is not possible to take this "corrective action" the flagging of this situation 
means that the encoder will not try and use frame based techniques if it is 
not correct to do so. 

The mixer is a standard electronic edit tool which is widely used to 
control switching between two sources. Typically described as a dissolve or 
fade, one input is reduced in amplitude while a second input is increased by 
a corresponding amount. The gradient signal is usually linear on each 
signal. The linear gradient is usually applied to each field and may affect 
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many fields. On film originated material the mix can mask the normal frame 
correlation of field pairs since mix can cause field— to— field differences. A 
picture correlation will have a minimum value corresponding to the mid point 
of the mixing function. The microprocessor can use this information along 
5 with the field and frame difference outputs to provide a co-timed flag 
indicating the duration of the video mix as shown in Figure 8. 

In the presence of a fade to or from black or a cross-fade, many 
motion estimators within the compression encoder have difficulty in 
producing the correct motion vectors. By providing a flag to indicate that 

10 these fades are occurring, the motion estimator can then take into account 
the luminance changes experienced during a fade and so improve the 
quality of the motion vectors produced. The type of action that would be 
taken during a fade would be to adjust the thresholds used between the 
search window and the trial block so that the luminance change can also be 

15 included in this comparison. Luminance fades and cross-fades can be 

thought of as linear or non-linear keying. The luminance fade/cross-fade 
information can be presented as a linear key but provided the encoder had 
been provided with the transfer function of the key involved, a non-linear 
key could also be used. 

20 In compression encoders having motion estimators which remain 

effective in the presence of luminance fades, such as those utilising phase 
correlation, the luminance fade/cross -fade information may nonetheless 
remain of value. In the case of a linear fade, for example, it may prove 
beneficial to force the GOP structure IBPBPBI. that is to say to employ 

25 single B pictures between reference pictures. 

The video analysis processor can generate a flash effect flag by 
looking at histogrammed luminance intensities across a number of pictures 
to identify sudden luminance changes. The encoder may make use of this 
flag to ensure that a picture which suffers from a flash effect is not used as 

30 a reference picture. In other words, the encoder may react to a flash effect 
flag by forcing the coding of a B picture. In this way, the encoder can avoid 
or reduce the degradation of the encoded sequence that would normally 
accompany a photographic lighting or other flash effect. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A method of video signal processing for use upstream of a 
compression encoder and adapted to provide for use by the encoder one or 

5 more flags from the group consisting of a shot change flag; a frame/field 

based encoding flag; a 3:2 pull-down flag; a 25/24 telecine flag; a luminance 
fade flag and a flash effect flag. 

2. A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 3:2 pull-down flag is 
10 capable of indicating the 3:2 sequence whether or not interrupted by edit. 

3. A method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 25/24 telecine flag is 
capable of indicating the locations where fields making up a film frame are 
straddled over a video frame. 

15 

4. A method of video signal processing utilising a video analysis 
processor upstream of a compression encoder, wherein the video analysis 
processor provides a shot change flag on detection of a shot change in the 
video signal and wherein the encoder, if buffer occupancy permits, inserts an 

20 intra picture coded picture (I picture) on receipt of a shot change flag. 

5. A method according to Claim 4. wherein, if the buffer occupancy does 
not permit the insertion of an I picture, the shot change flag triggers pre- 
filtering of the I picture so as to reduce the encoder buffer requirement for 

25 encoding as a P picture. 

6. A method according to Claim 4, wherein, the shot change flag is 
provided in advance so as to enable the encoder to encode pictures 
preceding the shot change in a manner so as to provide sufficient buffer 

30 occupancy for an I picture to be inserted at the shot change. 



A method according to Claim 6, wherein pictures preceding the shot 
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change are encoded without use of I pictures so as to enable an I picture to 
be inserted at the shot change 

8. A method of video signal processing utilising a video analysis 
5 processor upstream of a compression encoder, wherein the video analysis 
processor provides a frame-field based encoding flag and wherein the 
encoder receives said flag and employs a frame based encoding wherever 
possible. 

10 9. A method of video signal processing utilising a video analysis 

processor upstream of a compression encoder, wherein the video analysis 
processor provides a luminance fade flag and wherein the encoder serves to 
make use of correlation between pictures not withstanding progressive 
changes in luminance. 

15 

10. A method of video signal processing utilising a video analysis 
processor upstream of a compression encoder, wherein the video anafysis 
processor serves to look at histogrammed luminance intensities across a 
number of pictures to identify sudden luminance changes and thereby 

20 generate a flash effect flag and wherein the encoder serves to make use of 
the flash effect flag to avoid degradation of the encoded sequence. 

11. A method according to Claim 10, wherein the compression encoder 
employs the flash effect flag to ensure that pictures suffering from flash 

25 effect are not coded as reference pictures. 
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